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1 question, Mr. Chair, 1f I could.

2 CHAIR PONTANILLA: Go ahead.

3 COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: What study or has there been
4 a study, has there been any effort on behalf of
5 the County, since '75 '85, '93, '96, all these

6 dates that you are tying to various changes

7 within this system, has there been any effort to
8 lock at what the cost would be to develop a

9 reclaimed water system, and I mean the pipeline
10 to deliver it?
11 Because 1if 80 percent of the effluent is
12 going into injection wells, and you are asking
13 us for -~ what is it -=- 75,000 for injection
14 well rehabilitation, and we know injection wells
15 aren't the best way to go about it, so what is
16 preventing us, what is the big hurdle from
17 keeping us from actually using some of this
18 80 percent effluent?

19 MR. TAYLOR: Ms. Anderson, if you lock in the 2010

20 column of the six-year plan, vyvou'll see, under
21 West Maui, off-site effluent storage land

22 acqguisition —— I'm sorry. You see Reuse System
23 Storage and Transmission, $24 miliion for

24 construction. You see a million dollars in

25 FY '08 for design.
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So basically, $25 million would be a
cost -~ I -— I don't recall the exact number,
but probably —-- probably less than a million
gallons a day of that 5 million. So right now,
of the 5 million gallons a day treated —— and I
am using rough numbers, because I don't have the
details off the top of my head —— we procbably
use a little less than a million for reuse.

And so this —-- it would cost about
$25 million to probably up that another million,
or not even a million gallons.

Sc, also, we have to understand that
reuse water has to be treated, has to have plant
operations at a much higher level than water
that goes down the injecticn wells. So again,
from a reliability standpoint, water that goes
down the injection wells basically has to meet
its reguirements, its gquality reguirements, that
are averaged over a week or averaged over a
month. So the gquality can go up and it can go
down, and you can still put it down the
injection wells.

Reuse water has to meet an
instantaneous, constantly monitored quality

that's much higher than injection well water.

Ralph Rosenberg Court Reporters, Inc.
Cfc: (808)524-2090 Fax: (808)524-259¢



e S B A

o 3 o WL

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

PW 2/27/06

112

And there's automatic equipment that as soon as
it doesn't meet that, it shuts it off, which
means that the whole plant has to operate at
this super-high cutting-edge quality all the
time, 24/7.

So reuse water, actually —— it's very
expensive to make and to make reliably and to
commit to reliably. So that's why vou see these
sort of high costs Jjust to build systems, and
probably even a higher cost if we are going to
commit to those customers that we will guarantee
them water, you know, with 99 percent
reliability. Now we are also talking about
probably additional plant upgrades to make sure
that as things go out of service, we are
constantly making that water.

So reclaimed water is a very expensive
undertaking. I'm not saying it's bad or we
shouldn't do 1t, but we should Jjust all
understand that it is not just taking the same
water and just pumping it around. It's making
better quality water, having more backup
reliability systems, and building a distribution

systems.

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: So you are saying it is

Ralph Rosenberg Court Repcrters, Inc.
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going to cost us $24 million to get one more
million gallons in reused water?
MR. TAYLOR: That's correct.
COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Okay. Thank you, Chair.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you, Ms. Anderson.
Members, any more gquestions for the
Department?

Member Mateo.

113

COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Chairman, thank you very much.

Mr. Taylor, good merning, and I am
interested essentially in the Molokai

proijection, 2007, the study. At 75 percent

capacity, what do you expect out of the study

that you don't already know? And talk to me,

not through me, please.

MR. TAYLOR: OCkay. Basically, the last time we did

this was about a decade ago. And so what we
would look at is plan development on Molokail
as this wastewater system really only serves

Kaunakakai, plan develcopment in Kaunakakai.

and

And

what would we would do i1f we had to expand that

capacity.

So essentially, what we would look at is

existing technology and say, okay, if all of

a

sudden the people of Moclokal decided to further
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develop Kaunakakai, and we needed more capacity,
what would we do? So there is room at the
treatment plant. There's a number of
technological advances that have been made since
we last did the study. So essentially it would
be sort of a footprint schematic engineering
study that would tell us if the capacity has to
increase by 50 percent, what would we do, and
how much would that cost, and when we would have
to start this. So that's essentially what the
facility plan is.

COUNCILMEMBER MATEC: So the long-range plan, then,
in terms of this particular plilant, is to not
actually expand it, to actually provide service
to the greater island, Jjust to keep the services
Just within Kaunakakai?

MR. TAYLOR: That's correct. The other areas are
scrt of so far away and so sporadic that there
is no intention right now to add service in
other areas.

COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: OQkay. And let me just ask you
one gpecific question, Chairman, if I may, and
if I am out of the line, I am sure you will tell
me, please.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Go ahead.

Ralph Rosenberg Court Reporters, Inc.
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COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: There was funding that was

allocated for the repair of a force main,
$1 million. Can you tell me if that project had

been completed?

MR. TAYLOR: Yes, Mr. Mateo. The project has —-—- was

put out to bid. We have a contractor. We are
getting the final permits. That project has to
go through the -- I think the Army Corps—-of-—
Engineers—controlled drainageway, and we are
expecting to begin that —-- to begin construction

work on that project this spring.

COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: The only reason I ask is

because of your constant references to
reliability, perfection, prevention,
maintenance, because when the request for those
funds came down two years ago, it was brought to
our attention because of emergency and
criticalness of the need to do this replacement.
And this emergency and criticalness is going to
happen two years later.

S0 I look at some of your maintenance,
and I doubt whether, you know, it will be done
immediately in this Fiscal Year that ycou are
asking for it. Case in point, $1 million for

the Molokai project that had not yet been done.

Ralph Rosenberg Court Reporters, Inc.
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1 So you know, I guestion your —-- your

2 reference to, you know, reliability and

3 prevention, maintenance, because you are not

4 demonstrating it.

5 So you know, what —- what happens with

6 situations where —-—- you got an emergency

7 situation, 1is not so emergency after all. So

8 how —-— how do we deal with, you know, your

9 pending request for additional funds for

10 continued maintenance and prevention?

11 MR. TAYLOR: Thank you, Mr. Mateo. And that's a —-
12 that's a really fair and a really deep question
13 that I am glad came up.

14 These underground pipelines, especially
15 the force mains and to some extent the gravity
16 lines, when they start having signs c¢f damage,
17 either we run cameras through them or we

18 actually have failures, it's difficult or really
19 impossiikcle to know the full extent of the
20 damage, and it's difficult to impossible to know
21 heow long they are going to last until failure.
22 That's just a reality of what these systems are.
23 Especially the force mains, like the one
24 on Molokai. It's operating 24/7. There's no
25 way to take it out of service. Even if we

Ralph Rosenberg Court Reporters, Inc.
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could, there's no way to get a camera through
it. Even 1f we could, there's really no way to
know the external condition.

These force mains, in our whole
industry, are a real problem with reliability
because it's wvery difficult to know, once you
see this damage, do you have another six months?
Do you have five more years? Do you have ten
more years? There's certain triggers that when
we see certain signs, which are really standard
in our industry, it really bumps it up to a
certain level of —-- of action.

And breakages are clearly, like in the
Molokail force maln, was a clear action limit,
saying what 1f this exists everywhere? There's
no way to know. There have been stories, both
here, on the Mainland, in Honolulu, where tens
of millions of dollars have been spent to
rehabilitate or to replace these kind of
underground pipelines because these certain
action events have happened. And then cnce they
get the new one, they lock at the other one and
say, wow, the rest of it was in pristine
condition. There is just no way to know.

And so basically, we loock at our normal

Ralph Rosenberg Court Reporters, Inc.
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construction schedule of planning, design,
permitting, construction. And 1f, during that
normal process —- and that might take four
yvears. If we can replace something, and we feel
it will last that long, that's a standard
project. Anything less than that all of a
sudden becomes sort of a crisis or emergency,
depending on how you see it.

And so, in the case of the Molokail force
main, I mean, it could be collapsing at this
moment, as —-- as we sitting here talking. We
have no way, with the damage we saw, to know
whether or not it will last five more years, or
1t's going to go the next day.

So when we see these things, especially
with these pipe lines, and to scme extent with
some of the eguipment, it's ——- our industry 1is
just -—- our technology does not exist to nail
down how long it is going to last.

And so to meet these reliability
concerns, we are very conservative. And as soon
as we start seeing these problems, we move into
immediate replacement or corrective action mode.

And unfortunately, it means we are a

little conservative. We are certainly replacing

Raiph Rosenberg Court Reporters, Inc.
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1 things before they probably need tc, and we have
2 no way to know how early we are. We have had a
3 number of projects where while we had design

4 ongoing, and while we've been waiting for

construction materials to come, the systems have

Sy W

failed, so we have been wrong.

7 COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Wcould you have, Mr. Taylor, an

8 idea of knowing whether that $1 million project
9 then today will still be a million dollars in
10 cost?

11 MR. TAYLOR: Well, the project went out to bid, and

12 we have a -— we have a construction contract
13 signed. They are just waiting for their
14 materials. So the price has been locked in.

15 COUNCILMEMRBRER MATEQ: Okay. Thank vyou. Thank vyou,
16 Chairman.

17 CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you.

18 Members, I am aware o©f the time, and we
19 still have one more 1ltem on the agenda. And the
20 Chair's intention is to defer this item. So at
21 this time, the Chair, if there's no objection,
22 would like to defer this item.

23 COUNCIL MEMBERS VOICED NO OBJECTION.
24 CHATR PONTANILLA: Thank you very much.
25
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ACTION: DEFER pending further discussion.

PW-56 INSTALLATION OF UTILITY POLES ON AINAKULA
ROAD (KULA) (C.C. No. 06-60)

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Okay. The last item on the agenda
ig PW-56, Installation of Utility Poles on
Ainakula Road in Kula.

And at this time, I would like to
apologlze to Mr. Darren Yamamoto, who has been
here since nine o'clock. Mr. Yamamoto is from
Maui Electric. So at this time, if there's no
questions, I would like to go ahead and ask the
Director to give us some history 1in regards to
PW-56.

MR. ARAKAWA: Mr. Chair, the Committee has received a
proposed resocolution authorizing Mauil Electric
Company Limited tfo remove one 40-foot utility
pole and install two 45-foot utility poles along
Ainakula Rocad in Kula, Maui.

Chapter 12.16 of the Maul County Coude
requires Council approval for the erection of
telephone poles, electric light or power poles
on any public highway in the County.
Accordingly, approval of the proposed resolution

is respectfully recguested.

Ralph Rosenberg Court Reporters, Inc.
Ofc: {(808)524-2090 Fax: (8B08)524-259%¢



G o s W N

~J

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

PW 2/27/06 121

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you, Mr. Arakawa.

At this time, if Mr. Yamamoto would like
to make some comments 1n regards to your
installation proposal at Ainakula Road.

MR. YAMAMOTO: I'm sorry, was the —— was the gquestion
if I would want to make comments on it?

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Yeah, comments on your project.

MR. YAMAMOTO: Other than it's necessary for us to do
it since the subdivision is going underground,
is asking for an underground installation, the
two poles are taller to —— by standards, to take
our primary lines underground to create the
circuit loop. That's why.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you.

Members, any questions for Maui
Electric?

Mr. Mateo —— I'm sorry. Mr. Molina.

VICE-CHAIR MOLINA: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Either Mauil Electric or Mr. Arakawa.
First of all, any comments from the community
because it is, you know —— you may have pecple
out there who are concerned about pole heights
and that nature, that first. And I assume these
are steel poles or are these wooden poles?

Could I get comment.

Ralph Rosenberg Court Reporters, Inc.
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1 MR. YAMAMOTO: They are wooden poles. Sorry.

2 VICE-CHAIR MOLINA: Okay.

3 MR. ARAKAWA: Also, I haven't recelved any comment
4 from the community on this particular request.
5 VICE~CHAIR MOLINA: Thank vyou.

6 Thank you, Chairman.

7 CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you.

8 Mr. Hokama.

% COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: Just a guick comment, Chair.
10 You -- you are replacing the existing
11 poles.

12 MR, YAMAMOTO: Well, we are removing one to install

13 the other two, the other two being necessary to
14 create the circult loop, as I mentioned, and it
15 needs to be approximately five feet taller in

16 size. So with that, we are able —— we are able
17 to remove that one pole in the middle, that pole
18 that's listed as Pole EbD.

19 COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: Okay. Removal is —— is what
20 to you? You just cut it down with your power

21 saw to one foot above, above the grade?

22 MR. YAMAMOTO: No. My understanding is that we

23 are —— we are —-- well, it depends on what
24 utility it is. If it is a joint pole, utility
25 pole, whichever utility is on last has the

Ralph Rosenberg Court Reporters, Inc.
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responsibility, between —— like if it is between
us and Hawaiian Tel, that they are the ones to
remove it if they are the ones that are last.
But typically, we do remove it out of the
ground. We don't cut and abandon. We are not
allowed to do that, my understanding is,
especially in right-of-ways.

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: You might want to go take a
ride on Waiale Road.

MR. YAMAMOTO: Okay.

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: There's remnants of utility
poles about a foot high still in the
right-of-ways next to those new —-

MR. YAMAMOTO: The new steel poles.

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: -- metal steel poles.

MR. YAMAMOTO: I will bring it to the plant
attention.

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: That's my only concern,
Chairman, the —-- those potential accident
happenings.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you.

I just have one question in regards to
the anchor easements. Has those easements been
acquired?

MR. YAMAMOTO: My understanding is that they have

Ralph Rosenkerg Court Reporters, Inc.
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been, and the only thing that we are waiting for
is Just to have the County approval to install
these poleg in the right-of-way.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you.

Members, any more questions for —-

o 2NN & : BT S UV BV S

Member Anderson.

7 COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Thank you, Chair.

8 Mr. Arakawa, you said that you haven't
9 heard of any concerns from the community. My
10 wonder —— my question is I am wondering if the
11 community is even aware of it, even aware that

12 this 1is happening.

13 CHAIR PONTANILLA: Mr. Arakawa,

14 MR. ARAKAWA: We haven't alsc -- ycu know, there's no
15 hearing requirement for it. I think this issue
16 has come up before, as far as, you know, what 1is
17 the threshold as to when we should be submitting
18 these reguests up to the Council. And there was
19 a prior resclution which was passed by the

20 Council.

21 Basically, as I understand it, 1f

22 there's more than six new poles that are being
23 installed, and if the poles are higher than the
24 existing poles, then it comes back to the

25 Council. And that's pretty much the reason why
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this has come back to the Council.

It's basically a removal of one pole and
an installation of two new poles, which are
basically five feet higher than what the
existing pole was —-— was there.

So it 1s a fairly ~- in my mind, fairly
minor replacement. And as Mr. Yamamoto
mentioned, the two poles are needed for a —— I
believe 1t 1s a seven-lot subdivision that's
being required to be —-- to have underground
utilities within its interior roadways.

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: And who is reguiring the
undergrounding?

MR. ARAKAWA: Normally, for new subdivisions, we
require underground utilities within the
interior of the subdivision itself.

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Well, my concern 1is,

Mr. Chair, because this is on downslope
property, that while it doesn't seem to be a big
deal to have a pole, or two more poles, that are
an additional five feet, if you are upslope from
that, it could disrupt your view plane. And I
am Just wondering, has there been any study or
any review to determine what the —-- what the

ocutcome would be on the view plane?
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CHAIR PONTANILLA: Mr. Arakawa.

MR. ARAKAWA: We haven't looked at that.

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: And have any of the upslope
property owners been notified about this?

MR. ARAKAWA: No, they have not.

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Well, to me, I mean, that's
the impact that evervybody 1s concerned with,
with these larger poles. So, it seems to me
that should be assessed before we just say ckay.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: I've got a guestion for the
Department. The upslope owners, are -~ are they
part of the new subdivision, lecocking at this?

MR. YAMAMOTO: If you are looking at the drawing
itself, are you talking about the --

CHAIR PONTANILLA: I looking at the drawing, I can
see -—-—

MR. YAMAMOTO: Yeah, you are just mentioning the left
side of Ainakula Road on the -- as it pertains
to the drawing?

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Yeah. Because I see the pole in
the middle of the intersection, which is a
traffic hazard. And I understand the logic in
regards to the redundancy in the electrical
power. But the question is the existing -— or I

am assuming that, looking at the drawing itself,
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these are brand-new lots that's on the
right-hand side of the drawing --

MR. YAMAMQOTO: Correct.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: -~ and they would be the, I guess,
upslope people that will be living in the
subdivision itself.

MR. YAMAMOTO: Okay. Could you —— I am sorry. What
was the question? I am sorry.

CHATR PONTANILLA: The people that's going to be
living on the right side of the roadway will be
looking down towards these poles?

MR. YAMAMOTC: Correct.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: And that's part of the
subdivision?

MR. YAMAMOTO: Yes.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: OCkay. Thank you.

Member Andersocn.

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Yeah, Chair. I think it
would be helpful if we had a more inclusive map
because all we have 1s a very, you know, small
map showing the electrical site plan, and then a
location map that docesn't give you any details
to see —— and it's not the people within the
subdivision I am concerned of. I mean, they are

going to have underground utilities. More power
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to 'em —— no pun intended.

It is the people above them that I am
concerned with because it's downslope land.
These poles have the potential of interrupting a
view plane that these people currently enijoy.
And I would like some assurance that our
approval of this is not going to result in
complaints from people.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank vyou.

Member Molina.

VICE-CHAIR MOLINA: Thank you, Chairman.

A question for Mr. Yamamoto. I guess
it's twe 45 foot peles. Can I ask why not two
40-foot poles?

MR. YAMAMOTO: Yeah, the standard is that we -—-
because of the way how the risers are made, with
the potheads, and the conduits coming off cf
that, that it's required for that five-foot
clearance more. That's Jjust the standard that
we normally would use.

VICE-CHAIR MOLINA: I see. Thank you.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Any more gquestions for the
Director or Mauil Electric? If not, the Chair
would like to recommend that we adopt and file

County Communication No. 06-60.

Ralph Rosenberg Court Reporters, Inc.
Ofc: (808)524-2080 Fax: (808)524-259¢



PW 2/27/06 129

VICE-CHAIR MOLINA: So moved.

CCOUNCILMEMBER MATED: Second.
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CHAIR PONTANILLA: Moved by Member Molina. Seconded

by Member Mateo.

Any discussion? Member Molina.

VICE-CHATIR MOLINA: Yeah, Chairman, if possible, if

we could maybe get some kind of input, Jjust so
we make sure we have our bases covered, at least
get —— I don't believe we are required by law to
notify any of the other residents, but you know,
this has been noticed in the newspaper, but
maybe as a courtesy to the other residents who
may live upslope. That is the intention of the
body here for now is to, at least if this does
pass, to approve the installation of these two
utility poles. And ironically, it is for
underground utilities, so whereas one part may
possibly impact the view plane, but in another
area, it wouldn't because you wouldn't have
utility poles within the subdivisicon for the
residents as they look down.

But 1f you could solicit comments from,
I don't know, maybe the Kula Community
Association or whomever, prior to First Reading,

if that is your intention. I am Jjust throwing
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1 that out as a suggestion, Mr. Chairman. Thank

2 you.

3 CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you, Member Molina.

4 Member Mateo.

5 COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Chairman, thank you very much.
6 And I believe Member Anderson's concerns
7 were legitimate concerns that I think the power
8 company should be taking into consideration and
9 providing us that kind of comment in the future.
10 In addition, the additional request for
11 maps that is a little more appropriate in being
12 able to take a look at the specific terrain and
13 the impacts of surrounding subdivisions would
14 really be a benefit for the company as well, you
15 know, asking us to approve something that we
16 need to be sure we have a better understanding
17 of visually as well as aesthetically.
18 So thank vyou, Chairman.

19 MR, YAMAMOTO: May I make a comment on that? I was

20 here before on another proiject, in Paia, with
21 the same sort of concerns about who is

22 responsible to notify the neighbors. And I am
23 just wondering if we did ~— 1f something was to
24 come of that, would it be prudent to have the
25 developer who is installing the —-- asking for
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1 the request for the installation of the

2 subdivision, be the one to hold these -~ I mean,
3 once we generate the plans, you know, which are
4 not set in stone until, vyou know, 1t gets the

5 County approval, but we do send out plans ahead
6 of time to let them know how we would have it

7 installed, and then therefore the contractor or
8 the developer ccould then solicit it from, you

9 know, the meetings, or —-— I am not foo sure
10 because there was never —— no clear answer after
i1 that time in the situation in Paia. That was
12 one of the things I did want to mention.
13 The second thing is that the maps that
14 we have are based off of, most 90 percent of the
15 time off the consultant's drawings, s¢ I will

1o bring up the concern to have a little bit more
17 detailed on the —-— on the terrain and landscapes
18 and such.

19 CHATR PONTANILLA: Thank you.

20 I understand -- I understand the process
21 that you guys go through, since —-- being coming
22 from the phone company.

23 Members, the Chair did make a

24 recommendation. At this time, I would like to
25 make an amendment to the recommendation, and the
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recommendation is to adopt the resclution as
revised, and the filing of County Communication
No. 06-60.

VICE-CHATIR MOLINA: So moved.

COUNCILMEMBER MATEOQ: Second.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. DMoved by Member
Molina. Second by Member Mateo. Any more
discussion? All in favor, say ave.

COUNCIL MEMBERS VOICED AYE.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Motion carried.

VOTE: AYES: Councilmember Hokama, Mateo, Molina,

and Chair Pontanilla.
NOES: None.
ABSTAIN: None.
ABSENT: None.
EXC.: Councilmember Carroll.

MOTION CARRIED.

ACTION: APPROVE amendment to main motion
(adoption of revised proposed
resolution entitled "AUTHORIZING MAUIL
ELECTRIC COMPANY, LIMITED TO INSTALL

TWO UTILITY POLES ON AINAKULA ROAD,
KULA, MAUI")

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you, Members, for this
meeting this morning. I know we've ——

VICE~CHAIR MOLINA: Mr. Chairman.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Go ahead, Mr. —-

VICE-CHATIR MOLINA: The vote we just took, that was

onn the —— to amend the motion.
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CHAIR PONTANILLA: ©Oh, yeah.

VICE-CHAIR MOLINA: And now we are back to the main
moticon.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Back to the main motion as
amended. All in favor of the main motion as
amended.

COUNCIL MEMBERS VOICED AYE.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Okay.

VOTE: AYES: Councilmember Hokama, Mateo, Molina,
and Chair Pontanilla.
NOES: None.
ABSTAIN: None.
ABSENT: None.
EXC.: Councilmember Carrcll.

MOTION CARRIED.
ACTION: ADOPTION of revised proposed
resolution, and FILING of
communication by C.R.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you very much. Meeting is

adjourned. (Gavel.)

ADJOURNED: 12:03 p.m.
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